VOLUME 47 « NUMBER 2

October 2009

Newsletter of Fresno Audubon Society
5 A chapter of National Audubon Society
Published monthly, September through May

WISHILL

(i)l

November Program:
Avian Ecology of Oak Woodlands

On November 10th biologist Rodney Olsen will
present on the avian ecology of oak woodlands. In
this exploration, we will discuss the importance of
oak woodlands to bird reproduction, feeding, and mi-
gration. We will also explore current threats to oak
woodland communities and local conservation efforts.

All programs this year will once again meet at the
University of California Center at 550 E. Shaw Avenue
in Fresno. Please join us at 7:30 PM on November 10th
for a facinating talk!

Field Trip Schedule
Weekend Field Trips - 2009/2010

October 24: Lost Lake with Kevin Enns-Rempel, ¢
+see page 5 for details; November 21: Parkfield: .
.Hawks Antelopes, and Elk with Kevin; December°
: 12 Madera Foothills & Merced NWR with Jeff Seay. ¢
' January: TBA; February: Consumnes Preserve&-
-Greylodge (overnight); March 27: TBA; April 24: '
*TBA; May 8: Sycamore Island with Penny Stewart; « .
.June 12: Yosemite; July: TBA; August: TBA. ;
- We have several neat ideas in mind for those holes.

+in the schedule, but suggestions are always welcome! « .
. + Is there somewhere that you really want to bird, ei-*
-ther here at home or within a day’s drive? Let uss<
sknow! Contact Frank at 299-8452 or 593-2217.  «

Wednesday Walks - 2009/2010
October
14 — Grant Grove/Big Meadows, Jim Warner, 905-9563
28 — Lost Lake, Ken & Betty Cornelisen, 439-2267

November
11 — Yokohl Valley, Frank Gibson, 299-8452
24 — Ponding Basins, Kay Barnes, 787-2985

December
9 — Parkfield, Cornelisens, 439-2267
16 - Bass Lake, Helen Button, 787-2969

January
13 — Madera Grasslands, Irene Moon, 664-1237
27 — Merced National Wildlife, Pete Fahey, 292-7432

February

10 — Kern Wildlife Reserve, Pete Fahey, 292-7432
24 — San Luis National Wildlife Reserve,

Pete Fahey, 292-7432

March

10 — Mendota Wildlife Area Margaret Houk,
252-8548, Frank Gibson, 299-8452

24 — Fresno Wastewater Plant, Bev Brock, 787-9550

April

14 — Bravo Lake/Eshom, Darby & Vicki Smith,
787-2969

28 — China Creek/Avocado Lake, Kay Barnes,
787-2985

May
12 — Sequoia Lake, Millwood, Gary Potter, 876-1397
26 — Shaver Lake, Kay Barnes, 787-2985

June
9 — Besore Road/Oakhurst, Lynn Hemink, 434-0850

Overnight Trips — see page 3 for more info

November 17, 18, 19 - Central Coast, Kay Barnes,
787-2985

March 2, 3, 4, (2010) — Elkhorn Slough and
Monterey County

May 4, 5, 6 — Galileo Hills
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The Fresno Audubon Society, founded in 1966, is
a chapter of the National Audubon Society. Its mis-
sion is to promote the enjoyment, understanding and
preservation of birds and other wildlife in Fresno and
Madera Counties through birding, education, science,
advocacy, and fellowship.

FRESNO-MADERA BIRDS

by Jeff Davis
August 16 to September 14, 2009

Although water levels at area wastewater ponds have
been suboptimal, a representative sprinkling of rare
shorebirds were reported in our area. These included
a Solitary Sandpiper at MWTP August 23 (PF); one
Willet, one Baird’s Sandpiper, and five Pectoral
Sandpipers at FWTP September 4 (GW), and five
Short-billed Dowitchers at MWTP September 15 (ph.
GW). A Franklin’s Gull at MWTP August 25 (ph.
GW) furnished the third record for Madera County.
Two Bank Swallows at MWTP August 22 (LH) and at
least one remaining there August 23 (PF) were the only
ones reported in our area in 2009. Two Cedar Wax-
wings in a north Fresno yard August 22 (GW) were
early. An apparently exhausted adult female American
Redstart loafing in a north Fresno backyard September
13 (ph. BJ, JJ) represented the fourth record for Fresno
County. A second-year male Indigo Bunting mist-net-
ted at Devil’s Postpile National Monument August 24
(fide WR) provided the first record for Madera County.

Cited Observers: Pete Fahey, Lynn Hemink, Bri-
an Johnson, Jeannie Johnson, Will Richardson, Gary
Woods. FWTP = Fresno Wastewater Treatment Plant,
MWTP = Madera Wastewater Treatment Plant; ph. =
photographed by.

If you make an interesting observation, we’d love to
hear about it. We are especially interested in birds list-
ed as casual or rare on the Fresno Audubon checklist
and those found out of season or out of normal habitat.
Please submit reports to Jeff Davis (246-3272, jnda-
vis@ucsc.edu) or to the Fresno County Birders “FCB”
e-mail list.

Greater Yellowlegs by Gary Woods

Deadline for November 2009 Yellowbill submissions: October 15th, 2009
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Beginning Birding & Overnight Trips

Two sessions of beginning birding will be held on No-
vember 7 and 14, 2009 with two more sessions on April
10 and 17, 2010. All classes will be conducted at Lost
Lake County Park (park entrance fee required). Class-
es are free and begin at 9:00 A.M. each day. Contact
Kay Barnes at 787-2985 for information.

The Wednesday birding group will travel to the Cen-
tral Coast on November 17-19,2009. We will stay first
at Big Sur where we will visit Andrew Molera State
Park (fee required) for warblers. On the 18th we will go
down the coast for 2 nights at Morro Bay, where we will
study seaside and bay bird life. On the way we hope to
see Condors! Contact Kay Barnes at 787-2985.

Crow Planet

BOOK REVIEW

by Howard Clark

Crow Planet: Essential Wisdom from the Urban Wil-
derness (Hardcover) by Lyanda Lynn Haupt. Little,
Brown and Company; 1st edition (July 27, 2009), 240
pages. ISBN-10: 0316019100; 8.3 x 5.7 x 1 inches.

Haupt has written a much needed book for today’s
busy lifestyle. We all hear about nature and how we
need to respect it, but often we don’t know how, or even
where to begin. Haupt tackles this problem by simply
focusing on one animal, the crow. It’s a bird common
to most people and easy to spot, unlike most songbirds
that stay in the trees and are hard to study. Crows are
out in the open and, being members of the corvid fam-
ily, are intelligent and lively. Crows and other corvids
are problem-solvers; they enjoy manipulating items
and seem to think about what they are doing.

Haupt uses the crow as a communication tool to open

the reader to the world of nature and observation. The
book is filled with interesting stories about crows, and
is solid with information on crow behavior, ecology,
and general biology. Haupt has done her homework,
not just on crow ecology, but also how to relate this
ecology to philosophy and everyday thinking about
global issues. In the book we see the journey crows
take between life and death, and how we should relate
to these concepts in our own lives.

Haupt brings up a topic about which I have strong feel-
ings. There seems to be a void in the lives of our chil-
dren regarding nature. It seems that young folk would
rather stay indoors and fiddle with electronic devices
than venture outside and poke around in shrubbery and
trees or lift rocks to discover the small worlds within.
My daughter is two years old and is allowed, under su-
pervision of course, to freely explore nature. As we
pull weeds in the back yard, or work in the garden, she
observes insects and toads, and I teach her that these
things are alive and interesting. With this sort of expo-
sure at a young age, I hope she will grow up to be an
optimistic steward of the planet, doing her part to give
nature the respect it deserves.

Haupt concludes with a meaningful thought. Instead
of being wholeheartedly melancholy over the ecologi-
cal state of the earth, she chose to dwell in possibility, as
Emily Dickinson suggested, ““...we cannot predict what
will happen but we make space for it ... and realize that
our participation has value.” Haupt explains that this is
grown-up optimism, “where our bondedness with the
rest of creation, a sense of profound interaction, and a
belief in our shared ingenuity give meaning to our lives
and actions on behalf of the more-than-human world.”

s N/

Western Sandpiper by Gary Woods
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Nice Birds, No Birders!

by Frank Gibson

Is there anything I am doing wrong? I need some
comments here. Yesterday was the third time since I’ve
been leading them that no one showed up for a Fresno
Audubon field trip.

If it’s me, I’d be perfectly happy to step down as Field
Trip Chairman and let somebody else plan and lead
trips. Is it that Fresno Audubon is no longer interested
in organized outings? I find that hard to believe, as the
Wednesday Walkers are going gangbusters. Is it that
nobody is interested in migrating shorebirds? Or the
waterfowl of Kern National Wildlife Refuge? Or the
birds of San Diego County?

Thanks to John Lockhart, Gary Woods, and Penney
Stewart, we had several places to go in search of shore-
birds. I saw no reason to pass up a day of birding, so
by myself I headed to the Fresno Wastewater Treatment
Plant, where I found a fair number of ducks but very
few shorebirds. There were handfuls of Gadwalls and
of Northern Pintails and somewhat more Mallards and
Ruddy Ducks among the Northern Shovelers. I found
one Green-winged Teal, four Redheads and a pair of
Lesser Scaup. I was a bit surprised by a pair of Clark’s
Grebes on one of the ponds. Raptors were limited to
one Northern Harrier, two young Red-tailed Hawks and
an American Kestrel. Shorebirds were Killdeer, Black-
necked Stilts and six Least Sandpipers. I was surprised
to find no gulls, though there were a couple of Caspian
Terns "ying about. 468 Tree Swallows were lined up
for censusing on the power line that runs west through
the ponds. Otherwise | saw a couple Cliff Swallows
and a dozen Barn Swallows. The Burrowing Owl of
the day was watching me watch it on the North Avenue
berm of the southern half of the ponds. Unfortunately,
that was the only bird | could Ind on that side, as the
gate was locked tight.

Down at Kings Countyis Jersey Pond nearly all the
ducks were shovelers, but there | found my only Cin-
namon Teal of the day. Four American White Pelicans
came in as | was scoping the Snowy Plovers, Killdeer,
stilts, American Avocets, Least Sandpipers, Long-billed
Dowitchers and Wilson's Phalaropes. Try as | might, |
could not come up with anything else but 2-3 Greater
Yellowlegs. | was surprised not to 'nd Westerns or
Dunlin. The Ruffs, Bairdis, Semi-palms, Pectorals, etc.
showed why they are listed as irare.T

My next stop&®and | use that word advisedlyGwas

at the Jersey/Kent Pond (the one in the middle). Here
the same suspects were joined by even more dowitchers
and a scattering of White-faced Ibis. The levee iroadT
paralleling Highway 41 began to look a bit suspicious
so | backed out and headed west alongside the pond.
Two hours and $150 later | headed south to the nine
miles of ""ooded !elds along Pueblo Avenue. More
shovelers, and in the shallow corners more stilts, avo-
cets, dowitchers and lots more ibis. There were Ring-
billed Gulls and one Herring Gull here, plus another
Caspian Tern. The only item of real interest was way
down at the west end, where Pueblo turns north and be-
comes 19th. Somewhat more than 400 White Pelicans
were loalng in shallows there.

Please# If anybody would like to volunteer to lead
Yeld trips, has great ideas for places to go, or just has
a gripe about the way I'm doing things, let me know#
Contact Frank Gibson at frankg@csufresno.edu, 299-
8452 or 593-2217.

Green Guide to Plastics

1. PET or PETE (polyethylene terephthalate)
SAFE & RECYCLABLE

2. HDPE (high-density polyethylene)
SAFE & RECYCLABLE

3. VINYL OR PVC (polyvinyl chloride)
AVOID# NOT RECYCLABLE

4. LDPE (low-density polyethylene)
SAFE and RECYCLABLE: accepted at plastic bag
recycling centers

5. PP (polypropylene)
SAFE & RECYCLABLE: check with your local curb-
side-recycling program

6. PS (polystyrene)
AVOID but RECYCLABLE: check with your local
curbside-recycling program

7. (Miscellaneous) includes varieties listed below:

PC: QUESTIONABLE & NOT RECYCLABLE
PLA: polyactide, made from renewable plant resourc-
+es. SAFE but NOT RECYCLABLE: can be compos-
sted.
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Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival
January 15-18, 2010

Come to where the birds are and join Morro Coast
Audubon Society (MCAS) for our 14th Annual Morro
Bay Winter Bird Festival. Located on California’s sce-
nic Central Coast, Morro Bay is an important stop on
the Pacific Flyway and one of the country’s pre-eminent
birding spots. The area is recognized worldwide for its
diversity of both resident and wintering birds, and at
last year’s festival, over 200 species of birds were iden-
tified!

The Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival is sponsored
by MCAS and gives you the chance to join local and
national birding experts on a variety of field trips and
workshops. Field trip group sizes are limited to maxi-
mize spotting and identification opportunities. The
Festival also offers workshops aimed at sharpening
your birding skills, as well as evening programs with
outstanding speakers.

To register and for more information about the Festi-
val, check out our website at www.morrobaybirdfesti-
val.org, or call 805-772-4677. Both the brochure and
online registration will be available in October 1, 2009.
The registration deadline is December 31, 2009 but ear-
ly signups are encouraged as the most popular events
fill up quickly.

Work project at the Sierra
Foothill Conservancy’s

McKenzie Preserve

by Gary Woods

On December Sth we are going to have a work proj-
ect at the Sierra Foothill Conservancy’s (SFC) McK-
enzie Preserve near Prather to install nesting boxes for
Western Bluebirds. We will be using the taller posts on
the new fenceline up along the railroad grade to attach
our boxes. The SFC had a work day in April to make a
bunch of boxes and we want to have them up soon so
birds have a lot of time to box-shop over the winter.
We will also be cleaning out the existing boxes which
have had a 90% use rate the past two years by not only
Western Bluebirds but Tree and Violet-green Swallows,
Ash-throated Flycatchers, and Bewick’s Wrens. Partici-
pants need to bring their own lunch, water and work
gloves if you have them. No strenuous walking will be
involved but 4-wheel drive high-clearance vehicles will

be needed to take people up to the new fenceline to in-
stall the boxes.

Meet at the SFC McKenzie Preserve corral parking
area at 8am and plan on staying to noon. There will be
lots of birds to look at as well during the morning so
bring your binoculars too if you want. For directions or
more information you can call Gary Woods at 567-6005
or e-mail at woodshots@earthlink.net. A good descrip-
tion of how to get to the McKenzie Preserve is on the
SFC website: www.sierrafoothill.org.

Lost Lake Park Field Trip
October 24th

by Kevin Enns-Rempel

We hope that many of you can join us for our next
weekend birding field trip to Lost Lake Park, near the
town of Friant, on October 24. Lost Lake Park is truly
one of the great birding destinations in the Fresno area,
offering many excellent habitat areas likely to pro-
duce a large variety of bird species. We’ll check them
all on the 24th. The skies above the park are always
good for various hawks, vultures, and perhaps even
eagles. The San Joaquin River and park ponds typi-
cally give us views of waterfowl, wading birds, grebes,
and cormorants. On the north end of the park, the wil-
low thickets near the campground offer the possibility
of warblers and other songbirds. Farther downstream,
the nature trail winds its way through oaks and cotton-
woods, where we will hope to find woodpeckers, owls,
flycatchers, warblers, and other songbirds. Finally, the
grasslands closer to Friant Road are a good place to find
meadowlarks, bluebirds, and sparrows.

Lost Lake Park is an excellent birding destination for
both beginning and advanced birders. Invite a friend
or family member who’s never been out for a trip—
they’ll learn a lot and have a great time.

As usual, we’ll meet at 6:45 A.M. in the old Fresno
Ag parking lot on the southeast corner of Blackstone
and Gettysburg. We’ll try to leave the lot at 7:00. Since
there is an entrance fee for each vehicle entering the
park, we’ll try to carpool as much as possible. Bring
binoculars, a field guide if you have one, snacks, lunch
and water, and good walking shoes. We expect to be
back at the parking lot in Fresno by mid-afternoon. For
more information, call trip leader Kevin Enns-Rempel
at 559-313-4546. See you on the 24th!
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c19 I Fresno Audubon Society, P. O. Box 9324, Fresno, CA 93791-9324.
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I [ 1Electronic copy of the Yellowbill? [ ] Mailed paper copy? Name I
Address
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National Audubon Society: www.audubon.org )
Fresno Audubon Society 559-222-2473

FAS website: www.fresnoaudubon.org Fresno Wildlife Rehabilitation 559-298-3276

Audubon Legislative Actionline 800-659-2622

To report banded birds 800-327-BAND
or BBL@nbs.gov

FAS email: fresnoaudubon@gmail.com

Fresno County Birders email group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fresno_county birders
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